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EDUCATOR LICENSURE

Approval to begin the Administrative Procedures Act Process: To Approve a Change to the
Licensure Guidelines for Supplemental Endorsements added by Middle Grade Institutes as
Recommended by the Commission on Teacher and Administrator Education, Certification and

Licensure Development

Specifications:

On July 11, 2008, the Certification Commission approved a change to the licensure guidelines for adding middle
grade 7-8 supplemental endorsements by completion of a Middle Grade Institute. The recommendation to the
State Board revises the current policy for adding Language Arts 7-8 or Social Studies 7-8 to a standard license.

Background Information:

After the implementation of No Child Left Behind federal regulations for highly qualified teachers, the State Board
approved Middle Grade Institutes in Language Arts, Math, Science and Social Studies for grades 7-8. These
institutes allowed Elementary Education and Special Education teachers to complete institutes that would add
middle grade subject endorsements to their license and make them highly qualified to meet NCLB guidelines. The
MG Institutes were approved by MDE and conducted statewide during 2003-2005. For the last two years, MDE
has not conducted any MG Institutes but this guideline still existed in policy. The Office of Curriculum & Instruction
awarded grant monies in collaboration with higher education institutions to host Math and Science Partnerships.
Mississippi school districts could apply for these Math & Science Partnerships to get their teacher trained. These
Math & Science teachers were also approved to receive the Middle grade Math or Science endorsements that
completed this training.

Because the Middle grade 7-8 endorsements in Math & Science are still being awarded through the Math and
Science Partnership program, the Commission recommendation to the Board is to remove the Language Arts and
Social Studies as there are no institutes being offered for these areas any longer.

Middle Grade 7-8 subjects Language Arts, Science, Math and Social Studies can now be added to a standard
license by passing the Praxis Il tests validated in these subjects.

Backup documentation:
Page 30 of the Licensure Guideline book shows how supplemental endorsements are added to a standard

license. If approved, this page will be revised as shown.
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APPENDIX A: SUPPLEMENTAL ENDORSEMENTS THAT MAY BE ADDED TO A VALID MISSISSIPPI
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